
 

LEST WE FORGET  Kelvin Dakin 
 

13092, Private Percy Robert Edmonds, 7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
 

Percy was the son of Robert and Ellen Edmonds of 118 Castle Street, Woodbridge.  He was born in 1897 in 
Woodbridge.  He had followed his younger brother Reginald (Private 9524) into the Suffolk Regiment and 
crossed to France on the 4th October 1915 - joining the battalion in the Loos sector. 
 
After the Battalion’s attack on “The Hairpin” in October the History of the Suffolk Regiment 1914-1927 relates 
that: 
 
“The 7th Battalion, continuing to take their regular turn of duty in front-line trenches, passed the rest of the year 
in the Hulluch-Givenchy sector amid a good deal of activity in the shape of mining, bombing, trench mortar fire 
and gas.” 
 
The Battalion War Diary entry for the 3rd November: 
 
“FRONT LINE - 9am – Battn. started to relieve 9th Essex.  During relief enemy shelled our leading Coy as it 
passed over open ground West of Railway” 
 
The Commonwealth War Graves records lists eight men of the battalion, including Percy, who died that day.  
All are commemorated on the Loos Memorial.  Percy is also commemorated on the Woodbridge War memorial 
alongside his brother Reginald, who was killed in action with the 2nd Suffolk on the 20th July 1916 age 18. 
 

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD …. 

*** 

 

Dave Hedges : In this November edition we usually start talking about our Branch AGM due in December. 

Changed circumstances mean a change of normal practise. As this Briefing finds a wider audience through the 

Branch website Taff has developed we have decided not to include any Branch admin in this edition and Taff 

will be sending out information to Branch members via the website.  

 

I am writing this on November 11th and so it’s apt that I include an interesting article from Doug Rowe who’s 

billet is in Essex about a soldier who decided to transform from an army chaplain into a fighting officer and who 

witnessed the selection of the Unknown Soldier.  

 

Also John McCarthy has presented an interesting article on War Diaries. I have this imagine of John and his dear 

wife sitting by the fire as he reminds her of their lovely holidays visiting various war memorials and discussing 

the regulations for latrines in War Diaries. 

 

I must also thank Kelvin Dakin for his regular contributions. 
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Dave Hedges : I am particularly interested in the mention of the officer called Durand as I am in the 
Durand Group and you may know we work at Vimy defusing the big underground mines. Our group is 
named after the first mine we worked on but no one knows why it is called the Durand Mine. Durand as 
a surname has a long history over several generations in both the British and French military so we 
could not work out of it was named when the French were on the ridge or the British. This article has 
opened up a door to further research. 

*** 



WAR DIARIES  John McCarthy 
 
“Nothing to Report”   
 
On 24 April the National Archives allowed free access to a large number of its digitised archives. Af-
ter a simple registration process it is possible to download fifty items per month until further notice. 
The military collections include a variety of topics from the ‘Middlesex military service appeals tribu-
nal 1916 – 1918’ to ‘Royal Air Force Combat Reports 1939 – 1945’.  For example AIR 50/177/452 is 
a combat report from Squadron Leader Bader for a fighter sweep from RAF Martlesham Heath over 
northern France on 10 January 1941. 
 
One of the richest information sources now available for free download are the ‘War Office First 
World War and Army of Occupation War Diaries: PART 1 FRANCE, BELGIUM AND GERMA-
NY’ WO95. Napoleon, or possibly Frederick the Great, is quoted as once saying “an army marches 
on its belly”. At the start of the Twentieth Century it could reasonably be said that an army cannot 
function without paperwork. The war diaries of WO95 are not just a record of what a particular unit 
did on this or that day but include after action reports, orders, casualty returns, messages sent in the 
heat of action and much else besides. In the past I have made sparing use of this resource as it ordinar-
ily costs £3.50 per download. Though this is not that much money it is enough for what may be a 
speculative punt on something that may very well tell you nothing. The free downloads allow an ex-
ploration of all levels of the chain of command on the Western Front from General Headquarters (W0
-95-1 to WO-95-85) down to the 21st Mobile Veterinary Section (about two dozen officers and men) 
for the period May 1915 to October 1919 (WO-95-1760-5).  
 
Typically a war diary will have a day by day chronological narrative on Army Form C. 2118. This is 
completed each month and signed off by the officer commanding before being submitted to the next 
level in the chain of command. In general they were completed in pencil in varying degrees of blunt-
ness (the pencil), legibility and terseness (the author). In some cases a typewriter was used, as in the 
case of 13th Battalion Royal Fusiliers from March 1918 onwards (WO-95-2538-2). In addition there 
may be appendices added to the reports containing a variety of supplementary information some of it 
unexpected. 
 
People are most familiar with the battalion war diaries. They vary in quality and style. The diary of 
the 1/8th Bn. Middlesex Regiment from February 1916 to May 1919 (WO-95-2950-2) starts off in 
1916 with appendices filled with sketch maps, copies of orders and even newspaper clippings, but by 
the summer of 1918 is little more than the narrative pencilled onto form C. 2118. 
 
Other Divisional units also created war diaries such as the Cyclist Company, Field Ambulance and 

Army Service Corps companies of the Divisional Train. If you want to write the definitive history of 

the latrines of the Western Front there is probably no better place to start than the war diaries of 20th 

Sanitary Section of 9th Division from March 1916 to March 1917 (WO-95-1760-3). The members of 

this section seem to follow the old sanitary engineer’s maxim “It might be s**t to you, but it’s our 

bread and butter”. The appendices are replete with sketches and plans for new appliances. For exam-

ple in April 1916 we find lovingly produced designs for an incinerator and urinal built out of oil 

drums, an ablution stand and waste system, grease trap and another incinerator made out of clay filled 

petrol tins. In addition the monthly sanitary reports cover off such issues as testing wells, infectious 

diseases and the layout and location of camps. In the spring of 1917 measles was assuming epidemic 

proportions in 9th division according to the report for March 1917. 



 

Illustration of a urinal design developed in April 1917.  

War Diary of 20 Sanitary Section (WO-95-1760-3)  

Extract from the Monthly Sanitary Report for March 1917.  

War Diary of 20 Sanitary Section  

(WO-95-1760-3) 



The war diary of 167 Brigade of the 56th Division for the period July to September 1918 (WO-95-2948-5) is 

fairly typical with a focus on operations. During this period the brigade was engaged in what came to be 

known as the Second Battle of Arras (1918). A three page narrative account of operations spanning the last 

ten days of August was culled from its own and daughter battalion war diaries. The final page draws lessons 

from the conduct of those operations which had cost the brigade 29 officer and 860 other ranks casualties. 

Extract from a Report on Operations 22nd to 31st August 1918 detailing lessons learnt. 

 War Diary of 167 Brigade (WO-95-2948-5) 



Division Headquarters have numerous war diaries which typically include the following: 
 

General Staff – mainly concerned with operations. 
Adjutant and Quartermaster 
Commander Royal Artillery 
Assistant director medical services 
Commander Royal Engineers 
Assistant director ordnance services 
Assistant director Veterinary services. 
 

I have taken some examples of information from Adjutant and Quartermaster War diaries at Divi-
sion and Corps level. 
 
The Adjutant and Quartermaster diary of 3rd Division includes regular returns for casualties, leave 
and food. The table below places the feeding strength of the Division in the week ending 5th Septem-
ber 1918 at 13,985 personnel and 3,767 horses and mules. The separate total for Indian troops proba-
bly reflects their specific dietary requirements.  

The Table of feeding strength of 3rd Division for the week ending 5 September 1918. War diary of 
3rd Division Adjutant and Quartermaster (WO-95-1389-1) 

 
 
Another regular document produced by the Adjutant and Quartermaster department of 3rd division is 

an order of battle detailing the names and seniority of all levels of command down to company com-

mander. The extract below details the senior officers of the 2nd Suffolk Regiment and 1st Gordon 

Highlanders of 76 Brigade in early September 1918. The preparation of this document must have 

required someone to comb through the volumes of the Army Lists to determine dates of promotion 

to substantive and acting ranks. 



Extract from the Order of Battle for 3rd Division published on 8 September 1918. 
  War diary of 3rd Division Adjutant and Quartermaster (WO-95-1389-1) 

 
The war diaries of the Adjutant and Quartermaster of VI Corps routinely deal with matters relating to 

casualties, reinforcements and gallantry medal awards. In addition they cover a multitude of aspects of 

military life behind the lines. In the late summer of 1918 the social highlight was the Corps Horse Show 

that had been delayed by the harvest. In addition it needed to be pointed out that looting is not acceptable 

method of furnishing the mess! 

Extract from Corps Routine Orders No. 754 for 4 August 1918.   

War Diary VI Corps Adjutant and Quartermaster (WO-95-781-4) 



Please send any contributions for the Branch Briefing to: 
David Hedges, 99 Cliff Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 9SA 
telephone: 01394 272677 and email:david.j.hedges@btopenworld.com 
Next Committee meeting: tba 
Approach a committee member if you want any issue raised. 

 

Talks at the Norwich Branch  
 

     Postponed for the Duration !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    *** 

 

 Our next month’s talks  
 

    Postponed for the Duration !! 

Extract from Corps Routine Orders No. 769 for 6th September 1918. 
  War Diary VI Corps Adjutant and Quartermaster (WO-95-781-4) 

 
The war diaries of WO95 are well worth an exploration for the insights they provide about the many 

facets of the British Expeditionary Force and Army of Occupation between 1914 and 1919. 

And finally ….  Colin Woods emailed to advise a brass plaque 
was found by a metal detector in a field at Earl Stonham. It looks 
like it belongs to a park style type of bench.  


