
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN    
 
 
Good Evening Everyone, 
 
I hope that you are all still safe and well and coping in these unprecedented times. 
 
The latest news suggests that it is likely to be August or September at the earliest before we see a relaxation 
which may let us meet up at the Stowmarket RBL again and, even then, only if the number of cases continues to 
fall. 
 
Those of us who have studied the 1918 Pandemic will appreciate the need for the precautions to prevent medical 
services becoming completely overrun, as they have been in Italy and in some parts of France, but it is certain-
ly going to be a bumpy ride. 
 
Hopefully our series of online talks will provide you all with a little monthly relief and the opportunity to keep 
up our regular Suffolk WFA ritual. 
 
Please do keep sending your articles to Dave Hedges for the Branch Briefing too. Every little helps! 
 
Stay safe and healthy. 
 
Taff 
 
 
 
Ed.  If anyone fancies their hand at producing a YouTube talk for the Branch that would be great as it looks like 
we’ll need a few until we can meet again.  
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GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW BRANCH MEMBERS    Dave Hedges 
 
I would be delighted if  you would send me a picture and a write up  
 
None submitted this month. Now with many of you in a state of enforced idleness perhaps you could 
send a miniature ‘This is Your Life’. Where’s Eamonn Andrews when you need him. 
 

*** 

BOOK REVIEW   Colin Garwood 
 
At the War  by Lord Northcliffe  
 
Even before the instructions from the Government confining us to barracks, I have been going through 
my library which contains a great many books on the Great War. The intention being to read, pass on, 
donate as prizes or send to charity shop. At a car boot sale about 20 years ago I bought a copy of “At 
the War” by Lord Northcliffe, published in 1916 in aid of funds for the British Red Cross Society and 
the Order of St John of Jerusalem.  It is mostly a jingoistic account of his tour of the Front during the 
Battle of Verdun and of the Somme.  At the time he was the proprietor of the Times.  I did not expect 
to find 2 rather obscure references to Suffolk, or discussion of an unusual Great War non front-line 
subject.  
 

He includes a description of the activities of the BRCS and OSJJ at their headquarters at 83 Pall Mall. 
Amongst the personnel listed is Sir Starr Jameson who directs the despatch of parcels to prisoners of 
war.   Sir Leander Starr Jameson is best known for the ill-fated Jameson raid where he led a force of 
mainly mounted police from Cape Colony to overthrow the Boer Republic of Transvaal. Some com-
mentators suggest that this was one of the underlying causes of the Boer War. A short account and list 
of all those taking part can be found at 
 
https://www.angloboerwar.com/other-information/87-jameson-raid/1754-the-jameson-raid 
 
Searching for Jameson online there are very few references to him being a Sudbury Grammar School  
Old Boy, and none to his work with the British Red Cross.  
 

During the Battle of Verdun Northcliffe could get quite close to the action, in a French army car with 
a military chauffeur. Held up by “intractable gendarmes “ he  noted “My colleague (Mr Wickham 
Steed) the chief of the foreign department of the Times, who assisted me in the many enquiries I was 

allowed to make in and about the battlefield, was detained with me at a point 25 miles from the great 
scene.” In a footnote he says, “Mr Steed speaks French, German and Italian as a native, knows other 
languages sufficiently for intercourse and does not object to the voyaging vagaries of his friend, the 

writer of fragments that make up this book.”  No doubt Steed’s linguistic ability was down to our 
school. He probably fell in with Northcliffe’s itinerary as he was only a foreign correspondent, ac-
companying his employer. His patience paid off; in due course he became editor of the Times. 

 

+++ 

 

Ed.   Hint to Speaker-Finder Keith Cooper : Although some years before the Great War, the Boer War 

was part of the build up to the conflict and I know precious little about it — perhaps a subject for a 
Branch talk ? 

https://www.angloboerwar.com/other-information/87-jameson-raid/1754-the-jameson-raid


BOOK REVIEW   Vivien Whelpton 
 

Staring at God: Britain in the Great War: Simon Heffer, Random House, 2019 
(Volume Three in a History of Britain from 1840 to 1939) 
 
This war has caught us at our worst … and now that 
shrapnel is killing an entire generation, we are left 
staring at God. 
Margot Asquith’s Diary, 26 October 1914. 
 

If you have the stomach for a work of 825 pages, then 
this book is well worth your while!  I found it a re-
freshing change to be reading a political, rather than a 
military account of the war and its comprehensive re-
search, vast scope and microscopic attention to detail 
are impressive. Having said that, I also found it abso-
lutely riveting, although I am aware of how far to the 
political right Simon Heffer stands, and that I should 
probably attribute some of his anathema towards 
Lloyd George (which makes for much of the book’s 
entertainment value) to Heffer’s traditional Conserva-
tism. This is a traditional history in that it puts agency 
(indeed, a cast of no more than two dozen individuals) 
rather than structure, at the heart of its narrative.  But 
what a compelling narrative! The twelve chapters 
(Consequences, War, Coalition, Conscription, Rising, 
Slaughter, Coup, Dictatorship, Attrition, Escape, Ar-
mistice, Aftermath), while following an approximately 
chronological order of events, are also thematically 
focused. 
 

Heffer manages to bring a powerful sense of immedia-
cy to his account, so that one follows with fascination 
(and with some sympathy, both for those in charge and for a population coming to terms with the ef-
fects of war on such a scale) the struggle to achieve a total war economy, to juggle the needs of the 
Army with those of industry, and to placate what had become by the start of the war a restless labour 
force; the move from a liberal regime to one of central control; and the reluctance – and resistance – 
with which the mobilisation of women was approached.  Above all, it was the tragic mishandling of 
the – admittedly intractable – problem of Ireland that gripped me. 
 

But it is the personalities that hold the attention: the triumph of Lloyd George over Asquith (a man of 
wisdom and integrity but probably the wrong man for the time); the struggle between Lloyd George 
on the one hand and Haig and Robertson on the other (a struggle which nearly cost the Allies the war 
in the spring of 1918); the desperate attempts of Churchill to achieve prominence, a prominence his 
enemies were determined to deny him; and, throughout the war, the power wielded by those bêtes-
noirs, the newspapermen: the Harmsworth brothers, Max Aitken and George Riddell – all of whom 
were rewarded by Lloyd George with viscountcies and baronies. The arrogance, self-interest, ambi-
tion – and even corruption – that featured in the political world at a time when thousands were dying 
on the Western Front makes for a shocking read. 
 

In the current issue of the WFA Bulletin Gary Sheffield warns us against making misleading historical 
analogies between the Spanish ‘flu epidemic and the current pandemic, but the analogy I found myself 
making was between the landslide success of the electoral campaign fought in December 1918 on a 
slogan of ‘Make Germany pay for the war and hang the Kaiser’ and that of the one fought one hun-
dred and one years later on an even simpler slogan. We all know how wise and successful those 1918 
aims were! But Lloyd George had not two, but five aims: the other three were: ‘Get the soldier home 
as quickly as possible’, ‘Fair treatment for the returning soldier and sailor’ and ‘Better housing and 
better social conditions’. I await with interest Simon Heffer’s fourth (and final) volume in this history 
of Britain, which will cover the years from 1919 to 1939, to find out how that further vision fared. The 
current volume is due out in paperback later this year. 
 

 

 



TIME SPENT IN THE FRONT LINE  David Hedges 
 
I apologise to those of you reading this on a computer screen as you will have to crook your neck ! -regard it 
as part as your social isolation exercise. The enforced home lockdown has encouraged me to finish a 100 
plus page booklet on the war experience of my great uncle ‘Hoppy’. As part of this I have chartered his time 
spent safely behind the lines, in the front line and in mortal danger. In doing so I am mindful of the excellent 
book by Gordon Corrigan “ Mud, Blood and Poppycock” in which he does much to dispel the public percep-
tion that soldiers stood for four years knee deep in freezing cold water in the front line whilst the generals 
dined in distant chateaus. My great uncle was most probably typical of most soldiers. He was ‘lucky’ to be 
wounded early on which meant he missed Loos/Hohenzollern and was in reserve at Gommecourt on 1st July 
for the Somme battle. Wounded again in 1916, I am saddened to say his luck run out attacking Hill 65 in 
front of Lens in April 1917. 



UNSEREN HELDEN – OUR HEROS   John McCarthy 
 

A memorial from the Great War in Saxony 
 
I was sorting through some of my unused material intended for articles in the Branch Briefing which 
never quite made it and came across information about a German war memorial in Saxony dating back 
to 2013. I seem to recall this was intended as a companion piece to one I did on a small war memorial I 
found in the French Pyrenees. In that situation I was able to use the comprehensive French archives to 
flesh out the back story and fate of each person. It rapidly became apparent with the German case that 
there were no easily referenced records to carry out the same exercise so the project got parked. Seven 
years later the enforced slowdown caused by the Coronavirus pandemic has persuaded me to have a 
second go. 
 
In September 2013 Sue and I went on holiday to the area south of the German city of Dresden known 
as Sächsische Schweiz or Saxon Switzerland. This is an area of steep sandstone mountains rising on 
either side of the river Elbe. We stayed at the Spa resort of Bad Schandau the first major town on the 
east bank of the river after it flows out of the Czech Republic. When we arrived the town was drying 
out some three months after the worst flooding since the record year of 2002. At the beginning of the 
Twentieth Century the town of Schandau (it aquired the prefix Bad in 1920) had been a popular sum-
mer spa resort for over a century with a population of about three thousand people. From 1898 it was 
able to boast a regular electric tram service up the Kirnitzsch valley to the Lichtenhain waterfall and 
eight years after that a 160ft high lift, built on the initiative of a local hotelier, to link Schandau with 
the village of Ostrau. Beyond the town were the heavily wooded sandstone mountains culminating in 
the 556m high Grosser Winterberg popular with hikers. In the park next to the old Spa buildings we 
discovered the fairly modest memorial to the dead of World War I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The war memorial in the health spa gardens in Bad Schandau 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top: View from the ridge of the Schrammsteine mountains of the Elbe as it flows through the Elbe-Sandstone-
Mountains towards Bad Schandau. Bottom left: The Kirnitzchtal tram.  Bottom right: the Lift to Ostrau completed in 
1904. 
 
The memorial consists of a four sided pillar with metal plaques attached to each face protected by an open sided pavil-
ion. It has 152 names on it from the town and its neighbouring settlements of Ostrau and Postelwitz. The first plaque is 
simply inscribed Unseren Helden, “Our Heros, 1914-1918”. The plaques on the adjacent sides give the names of the 116 
dead from Bad Schandau and the plaque to the rear the 20 names from Postelwitz and 16 from Ostrau.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Detail from the first panel of inscriptions 



Each of the three inscription panels has two lists of names side by side in the same format. Each 
starts off with the surname followed by the forename. Then follows one of three abbreviations for 
how they died; GEF for Gefallen translated as killed in action, GEST for Gestorben indicating died 
of wounds, disease or the like and VERM for Vermisst or missing. The inscription is completed by 
the date of death. There are no indications of age, rank or branch of the armed services served in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table showing a breakdown of the inscriptions by year of death and whether killed, died or missing. 
 

Chonologically the first casualty on the memorial is KURT WOLF killed on 10 August 1914 and 
the last is OTTO PETTERS from Ostrau who died in 1926 presumably as a result of injuries sus-
tained during the war. This is as much as I know about those two individuals. Of the remaining hun-
dred and fifty names I was able to uncover significantly more information about seventeen of them. 
 
As alluded to earlier the sources of information I had access to were fragmentary. A selection of dig-
itised unit rolls of honour on the German war memorial project website proved helpful. By plugging 
the data into a spreadsheet and applying a few formulae I was able to come up with seventeen good 
matches from several thousand records. The hunt was aided by an understanding of the organisation-
al structure of the Imperial German Army where each constituent state of the empire provided its 
own contingents. The inhabitants of Bad Schandau in the Kingdom of Saxony would most likely to 
have supplied recruits to the units of the Royal Saxon Army. Thus I was able to focus my search on 
a dozen relevant rolls for infantry, artillery and cavalry units. It is interesting to consider that the 
analysis of  a handful of Saxon units identified roughly a tenth of the names on the memorial. This 
suggests to me that the vast majority of those on the memorial served in the Saxon Army and shared 
similar experiences and fates to those described below. 
 

At the outbreak of war Saxony mobilised two Corps and a reserve Corps as part of the predominant-
ly Saxon 3rd Army. These included the regulars and reservists of XII Corps including (Lieb)-
Grenadier-Regiment Nr.100 (LGR 100) in 23rd Division, Grenadier-Reserve-Regiment Nr.100 (GRR 
100) in 23rd Reserve Division and Infantry Regiment 177 (IR 177) in 32nd Division. These units par-
ticipated in the great advance to the Marne in August and the subsequent reversal of fortunes in Sep-
tember. 

 
On 27 September 1914 two Grenadiers of LGR 100 were lost in fighting along the River Aisne. 
Twenty year old JOHANNES FRANKE of 1st Company was killed in action at Chevreux and 
VOLKMAR SCHULZE, aged 29, of 12th Company was posted as missing in action at Corbeny a 
mile away to the east. They were the thirteenth and fourteenth men from Bad Schandau who had 
died in a war that was less than two months old. Three men from the town had died the previous 
day. Were they from a sister regiment? 

 
The 53rd Reserve Division was largely composed of wartime volunteers including the men of Re-
serve Infantry Regiments 241 and 242 (RIR 241 and RIR 242). It was mobilised as part of the XVII 
Reserve Corps in September 1914 and appeared in Flanders in October on the strength of 4th Army. 
Oberleutnant (1st Lieutenant) FREIDRICH AUGST of RIR 242 was killed at Kruiseke on the 
Menin Road on 25 October as the Division prepared to push up the Menin road towards Ypres. Two 
days later 22 year old Soldat (private) GERHARD PÖHLER of 5th Company RIR 241 was also 
killed. Just over a fortnight later on 9 November Soldat ERNST WOLF of 7th Company RIR 242 
became the first fatality from Postelwitz as the First Battle of Ypres reached its climax. 
 

Year Killed in Action Died Missing Total 

1914 22 1 2 25 

1915 17 4 2 23 

1916 31 4 4 39 

1917 11 10 1 22 

1918 21 13 2 36 

1919 - 1926 0 7 0 7 

  102 39 11 152 



At the end of April 1915 the 53rd Reserve Division was involved in yet another effort to pinch out 
the Ypres salient. During this operation twenty year old Soldat MAX JÄGER (12th Company RIR 
241) was killed in action on 3 May. He was the second fatality to be suffered by the district of 
Postelwitz. 
 
The 53rd remained in Flanders and Artois until the autumn of 1916. Soldat REINHOLD 
STROHBACH aged 26 of 6th Company RIR 241 fell on 26 June at the Front west of Lille and 
twenty four year old Vizefeldwebel (Sergeant Major 2nd Class) ALFRED RICHTER of 4th Compa-
ny RIR 241 was killed in action on 14 September.  
 
Both the 23rd and 23rd Reserve Divisions were withdrawn from Champagne sector of the Front in the 
summer of 1916 and redeployed north of the river Somme. Offiziersstellvertreter (Warrant Officer) 
FRITZ BEYERLEIN of 3rd Company GRR 100 was killed in action in the Vimy sector for the 
Western Front near Arras on 17 September 1916. Twenty eight year old Grenadier OTTO 
HÄHNEL (6th Company LGR 100), born and bred in Postelwitz, was posted as missing in action on 
6 October and Grenadier WILLY HERING (6th Company GRR 100) was killed in action on 24 Oc-
tober near Thilloy, both of them during in the final phases of the Somme battle. By the end of the 
Somme Campaign in November 1916 some eighty three men from Bad Schandau were either dead 
or missing since the start of hostilities. 
 
The Royal Saxon Army had two Jägerbattalion, light infantry battalions, on its establishment at the 
outbreak of war the 12th and 13th. Jägerbattalion Nr.12 served on the Western Front up until the au-
tumn of 1916 when it was transferred to the newly created German 11th Army in the Balkans. On 
14th November, shortly after the arriving, Jäger RUDOLF KLEMM from 4th Company was regis-
tered as missing in action near Tepavci in the mountains of Macedonia. 
 
In November 1916 the 53rd Reserve Division was withdrawn from the Western Front and redeployed 
to the Eastern Front where Soldat WALTER PILGERMANN aged 19 of RIR 241 and Soldat 
KARL EBERT of RIR 242 were killed there on 6 March and 1 August 1917 respectively. 
 
From the middle of April 1917 French General Robert Nivelle launched a major offensive in the 
Champagne region. A subsidiary attack supporting the main assault erupted in the 3rd Army sector, 
east of Rheims near Moronvilliers. On 18 April, during the second day of what became known as 
the Battle of the Hills, Gefreiter (Corporal) PAUL MATTHEUS of IR 177 was posted as missing in 
action. He was born in the village of Krippen on the west bank of the Elbe opposite Bad Schandau in 
1893. Less than a month later Gefreiter MAX JUNKER from 1st Machine gun company LGR 100 
died of wounds on 3 May at La Neuville behind the Third Army Front.  
 
The 32nd Division spent the second half of 1917 and 1918 in Flanders and Artois where it was heav-
ily involved in the Third Battle of Ypres and the Kaiserschlact. Gefreiter HERBERT 
STROHBACH of IR 177 was killed in action on 28 June 1918 at Neuf Berquin west of the river 
Lys, in northern France, defending the salient created by Operation Georgette two months earlier. 
He was one of three men from Bad Schandau to die that day. A further nineteen men from the town 
were to die in the last months of the war. 
 
In defeat the Kingdom of Saxony ceased to exist and became the Free State of Saxony within the 
new Weimar Republic. During the Great War Saxony mobilised a total of 750,000 men of whom 
just under one in three, about 229,000, were either dead or missing by the end of the war. This is a 
high toll when compared to the one in five ratio for trhe German Empire as a whole and about one in 
ten for the British Empire. 
 

+++ 
 

Ed.  As I have stated on previous occasions, John certainly knows how to treat a lady in his choice 
of holiday destinations !  In emails to John he advised me that three of the German soldiers men-
tioned are buried in the German cemetery at Neuville St Vaast, opposite Maison Blanche so I will 
visit their graves the next time I am over ! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Saxony


Please send any contributions for the Branch Briefing to: 
David Hedges, 99 Cliff Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 9SA 
telephone: 01394 272677 and email:david.j.hedges@btopenworld.com 
Next Committee meeting: tba 
Approach a committee member if you want any issue raised. 

 

Talks at the Norwich Branch  
 

Postponed for the Duration !! 

LEST WE FORGET  Kelvin Dakin 
 

6658, Company Sergeant Major Cecil Alexander Gates DCM, 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
 

“One of the heroes of Mons and Le Cateau” 
 

Cecil Gates was born in Nayland in 1888 (his birth was registered in the 2nd quarter of that year).  He was the 
son of George and Elizabeth Gates and one of nine surviving children born to the couple. In 1901 the family 
was living in Stetchworth, Cambridgeshire.   
 

Cecil enlisted in 1903 and in the 1911 Census he is a Private with the 2nd Battalion in Aldershot with the rec-
orded age of 25, which would put his birth around 1886.  The discrepancy is probably accounted for by him 
advancing his age a little on enlisting. 
 

He is mentioned in the History of the Suffolk Regiment 1914-1927 (Murphy), for his actions at Le Cateau in 
helping to bring up ammunition for the machine guns “…Major Doughty (who had succeeded to the command 
of the battalion when Lieut. Colonel Brett fell)  and L/Sgt C A Gates brought up a few bandoliers…” 
 

His DCM was Gazetted on 30th June 
1915 and the citation reads: 
“6658 CSM C Gates 2Bn.  

For conspicuous devotion 

to duty throughout the 

campaign, notably at Le 

Cateau, where he showed 

great gallantry in fetch-

ing ammunition” 
 

Later that year (24th August 1915) he 
was awarded the Order of the Cross 
of St George, 4th Class: 
“His Imperial Majesty the 

Emperor of Russia has 

been graciously pleased 

to confer, with the approval of His Majesty the King, the reward for gal-

lantry and distinguished service in the field” 
 

On 11th May 1915 – while the Battalion was at Vierstraat – CSM Gates was killed by a shell outside the bri-
gade dugout. 
“CSM Gates was one of the heroes of Mons and Le Cateau, and as cool and 

gallant a soldier as ever served the King” (History of the Suffolk Regiment 1914-1927) 
 

He is buried at Wytschaete Military Cemetery and commemorated on the Stetchworth War Memorial. 
The other Gates family member on the memorial is Cecil’s younger brother George Albert Gates who served 
with 11th Suffolk and was killed in action on the 9th April 1917.  He is buried at Roclincourt Valley Cemetery. 

 

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD …. 

 

 Our next month’s talks  
 

Postponed for the Duration !! 

 


