
 

PRIVATE 3/8311, CHARLES HILMES, 2nd BATTALION SUFFOLK REGIMENT   
 

Kelvin Dakin 
 

Cambridge Independent Press 13th August 1915: 
 

 

Charles was the son of Frederick and Ruth Holmes. He crossed to France on 11th November 1915 and was listed 
as wounded earlier in July 1915.  He was age 21 when he was killed and is commemorated on the Menin Gate.  
His recorded date of death was the 19th July, as confirmed by the War Diary entry: 
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Special Email Edition ! (4) 

CAMBRIDGE MAN WHO WORKED HIS GUN TO THE LAST 
 

Mrs Holmes of 90 Stanley Road, Cambridge has received the sad news that her second son, Private Charles 
Holmes of the 2nd Suffolks has been killed in action.  Lieut. W Barry Higgins, the machine gun officer, writes 
as follows: 
 
“Dear Mrs Holmes, I very deeply regret to inform you that your elder son was killed in action on the 20th inst. 
(July) while in charge of a machine gun of my section.  The non-commissioned officer originally in command 
was wounded on the 19th inst. and I therefore placed your son in charge.  I would like to add that he managed 
his gun extremely well under both trying and dangerous circumstances, and he remained at his post till he was 
killed by a shell.  He suffered no pain.  He is deeply regretted by all ranks of the section and I desire to offer 
you both on behalf of the section and myself, my deepest sympathy.” 
 
Mrs Holmes has two other sons in the same regiment (Frederick and George) and her husband is in the ASC.  
All have been in France since the beginning of the war.  Both Frederick and George have been wounded and 
have rejoined their regiment. 
 
Private Charles Holmes, who was in the special reserve, was unmarried and lived with his parents.  He was a 
labourer. 



His brother Frederick (No 7455) served in France from 17th January 1915 and died on 27th Septem-
ber 1918 while in “C” Company, 1st Battalion.  He is buried in Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, 
Greece. 
 
His second brother George Arthur (No 8844) was in France from 10th October 1914 and reported 
wounded on 27th April 1915 serving with the 2nd Battalion.  He had enlisted on 5th January 1914 
and was discharged as a result of wounds on the 28th November 1918. 
 

*** 
 
BOY TELEGRAPHER MAURICE MOORE AND THE HMS WARRIOR 
CONNECTION    John McCarthy 
 

In September 2018 we took my wife’s parents to Portsmouth to visit the temporary “36 Hours, Jut-
land 1916” exhibition, that was due to finish at the end of the year, as my father-in-law’s dad was 
involved in that great naval engagement. It was not the exhibition that provided the great moment 
of historical connection but the realisation the next day as we were looking around HMS Warrior 
that my wife Sue’s Grandad had been on this very ship 103 years earlier!   
 

Sue’s grandfather Maurice Charles Victor Moore joined the Royal Navy at the age of seventeen in 
February 1915 as a Boy entrant. The first seven months of his service were spent in training estab-
lishments at Devonport (Plymouth), both afloat and ashore. Towards the end of this period he spe-
cialised in wireless telegraphy. 
 

In the summer of 1915 Boy Telegrapher Moore arrived aboard HMS Vernon at Portsmouth for the 

continuation of his wireless training. At this time the radio school was housed aboard HMS Vernon 

III formerly HMS Warrior, Britain’s first ironclad warship 

 

HMS Vernon as she was configured between 1904 and 1916: Left to right; HMS Marlborough 
(Vernon II), HMS Warrior (Vernon III) and HMS Donegal (Vernon I) 

 

In 1876 HMS Vernon was commissioned as the floating home of the Royal Navy’s torpedo branch. 
It initially comprised the hulk of HMS Ariadne (1859) and the lighter Florence Nightingale. By 
1915 HMS Vernon was made up of three hulks; the former two deck ship-of-the- line HMS Done-
gal (1858), the old 121 gun three decker HMS Marlborough (1855), and HMS Warrior (1860).   
 



Since 1895 Vernon had been located in Portchester Creek at the head of Portsmouth Harbour. The three 

hulks were joined by bridges. The Donegal served as the torpedo school and was designated as Vernon I. 

Marlborough (Vernon II) provided accommodation. Warrior (Vernon III) was refitted to supply power to 

the other hulks and its upper deck was roofed over to accommodate the classrooms for the radio telegra-

phy school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maurice Moore (fourth from the left in the second row from the back) at HMS Vernon 1915 
 

On 31st July 1915 J25606 Boy Telegrapher Maurice Moore joined HMS Vernon and undertook a course 
of training in Wireless Telegraphy until 24th September 1915. During this period he turned eighteen, 
signed up for 12 years and was promoted to Ordinary Telegrapher. After passing his course Ordinary Te-
legrapher Moore headed north to join the light cruiser HMS Phaeton at Scapa Flow in the Orkneys. He 
served on HMS Phaeton from September 1915 until a few days before his discharge from the Navy in Jan-
uary 1920. Scouting ahead of Admiral Beatty’s Battle-cruisers HMS Phaeton along with HMS Galatea 
were the first two ships to open fire at the battle of Jutland at 14:28 on 31st May 1916. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In October1923 HMS Vernon moved ashore to the Gunwharf site (now the Gunwharf Quays development). 

HMS Warrior survived in a number of roles before being rescued and preserved in 1979. 

 

 

HMS Warrior at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard September 2018 

 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

LEST WE FORGET  Kelvin Dakin 
 

 

An Old Contemptible 
 

Wing Commander Edward Goodwin Hilton DFC AFC  
1895 - 1937 

 
 

From the “Old Contemptible” magazine of October 1937: 

 

 

 

 

WING-CMDR E G HILTON 
DFC AFC 

It is with the deepest regrets that we hear of the tragic passing of our Chum, Wing-Cmdr E G Hilton DFC 
AFC in the air race round Britain for the King’s Cup. 
 
He enlisted at the outbreak of War in the 14th London Regiment at the age of 18.  He received his commission 
in the East Yorkshire Regiment and was transferred to the Royal Flying Corps in 1918.  He also saw service 
in the Kurdistan operations in 1923. 
 
He was a member of the Ipswich Branch and a past President of that Branch.  We mourn his passing and pass 
to his relatives our deepest sympathies. 



Please send any contributions for the Branch Briefing to: 
David Hedges, 99 Cliff Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 9SA 
telephone: 01394 272677 and email:david.j.hedges@btopenworld.com 
Next Committee meeting: tba 
Approach a committee member if you want any issue raised. 

 

Talks at the Norwich Branch  
 

Postponed for the Duration !! 

Edward Hilton was born in London in 1895 and was educated at Malvern College and at University College, 
London. During the First World War he served with the 14th Battalion, London Regiment as Private No 2815 - 
entering France on the 15th September 1914.  He was gazetted as a Temporary 2nd Lt on 29th September 1914. 
He joined the RFC in France as an Observer in August 1917 and graduated as a pilot in 1918.  Edward served 
in Egypt and Iraq between 1919 and 1923 and was decorated in 1923 for services in Kurdistan. He returned to 
the UK to Martlesham and then back again to Egypt in 1929 for five years with 216 Squadron. Returning to 
Martlesham he flew experimental aircraft and was described as a “brilliant pilot".  
 
On 10th September 1937 the Miles Falcon aircraft with Edward Hilton, and fellow pilot Wing-Cmdr Percy 
Clark Sherren MC, aboard took off from Hatfield airfield for the 1442-mile air-race around the Great Britain 
and Ireland called the "Kings Cup Air Race". The race would have taken two days to complete. Of the twenty-
seven aircraft taking part that year, this Falcon was one of the last to take off at number twenty-four in the 
queue. The aircraft eventually flew north and made for Scarborough Castle as this was one the registration 
points it had to pass over. The aircraft was seen to fly out wider than the other aircraft had previously done 
that day over the headland, and at a height of 150 feet the aircraft suddenly became caught in severe turbu-
lence. It was seen to roll badly and rise about fifty feet, it then failed to level out and  lost height. The aircraft 
crashed next to Scarborough Castle Walls. One of the two on board was thrown out of the aircraft and killed 
on impact with the ground. His body then rolled off the cliff top and landed near a cafe on Marine Drive, 300 
feet below. The other pilot was found in the wreckage and he also had been killed instantly. The aircraft had 
struck the ground nose/belly first where the engine broke off and continued for another twenty-five feet. The 
aircraft was destroyed in the crash though the number "24" was still visible in the wreckage. The Coroner rec-
orded a verdict of accidental death on both men. It was reported that five other aircraft made forced landings 
during the race. 

 
Just prior to his death Edward was appointed into the Air Ministry's Dept of Re-
search and Development. He had over 5000 hours flying to his name.  
 
Pilot - W/Cdr Edward Goodwin Hilton AFC DFC, aged 41, of The Cottage, Links 
Avenue, Felixstowe, England. Buried Ipswich New Cemetery, Suffolk. 
 
Passenger - W/Cdr Percy Clark Sherren, MC and Bar, aged 44, of Crapaud, Prince 
of Wales Island, Canada. Buried Ipswich New Cemetery, Suffolk. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

With acknowledgments to Andrew Thornton’s Old Contemptibles Facebook page, 
and the following websites: 
 
http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/yorkshire/yorksother/aeng.html 
http://www.bvror.uk/index.php/articles/inter-war-years/257-the-kings-cup-air-race-
tragedy 
 

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD …. 
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Postponed for the Duration !! 

 

http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/yorkshire/yorksother/aeng.html
http://www.bvror.uk/index.php/articles/inter-war-years/257-the-kings-cup-air-race-tragedy
http://www.bvror.uk/index.php/articles/inter-war-years/257-the-kings-cup-air-race-tragedy

